Declare God’s glory

Psalm 96

Introduction

There are some things that are just meant to be shared with others. We ought to not keep
them to ourselves. For instance, a box of chocolates you could eat on your own, but it is
much better for everyone if they are shared and enjoyed by others. What things do you
enjoy sharing with others? What things are better if they are shared?

We aren’t meant to keep some things to ourselves but rather we are meant to share them
with others. This is true of our knowledge of God. When we come to know something of
God’s greatness and his glory, we aren’t meant to keep that to ourselves, but we are

called to declare it to the people around us. Please read Psalm 96 where the psalmist
encourages us to lift our voice in praise of God and declare his glory to the nations.

Sing to the Lord

The psalm opens with the exhortation to sing to the Lord. Please read again verses 1 to 3
to understand the song that we are to sing.

1. What is the song that is to be sung and who should be singing it?

2. What exactly are we singing about in this song?

3. How often ought we to be singing this song?

Think about it

Why do you think this song is referred to as a new song?

What are the deeds that we ought to be declaring to the nations today?

Do you have to have a good voice to sing his praises? What do you think it means to be

declaring his glory and to be praising his name among the nations (cf. 1 Cor 10:31; Phil
1:11; Colossians 3:15-17; 1 Peter 2:9-10; 4:10-11)?

Why sing?

The rest of the psalm introduces several reasons as to why we ought to be singing praises
to the Lord and why the whole world needs to hear this new song and join in. Please read
verses 4 to 6 to discover the first of these reasons.

4. Why is God to be praised?

5. Why is it wrong for the nations to sing praise to anyone else?




Think about it

Why is it right to tell others about God and what he has done for us?

Please read verses 7 to 9 hear the invitation that is to go out to the people.

6. What are the nations called to do?

Think about it

What offering do they need to make and why is it needed?

What is the salvation that we proclaim and how does it enable us to draw near to God?

On the one hand we are encouraged to draw near to God. The song that we sing is a
gracious invitation to the nations to join in the song and worship the living God. On the
other hand, it is also a warning to all the earth. Please read verses 10 to 13.

7. What do the nations need to understand about the Lord?

8. Why will the earth be glad and sing for joy when the Lord comes (cf. Romans 8:18-25)?

Think about it

The coming of the Lord is further reason for declaring the message of salvation to the
nations. How does singing this song get the nations ready for this coming?

How and when do believers be singing this song?

Declaring God’s glory

Declaring God’s glory is something that believers do because God is worthy of all our
praise. We are to proclaim is salvation so that others might also join in the new song and
be prepared for his coming.

Think about it

What are the things that we can be doing to declare God’s glory to those around us?

Who are the people around you that need to hear this song? Please think about some
specific people that you have contact with who don’t worship the Lord.

Spend some time in prayer praying for those who as of yet aren’t ready for the coming of
the Lord.




