Be on your guard
2 Peter 3:14-18

Introduction

We are coming to the end of another year. If you were to look back over the year and
had to summarise it in a few short sentences, what you say about it?

It isn’t an easy task to summarise and distil a few things to mention out of a whole lot
of things that either happened to you or that you have said or done. However, the
apostle Peter has done exactly that in the last 5 verses of his letter as he has drawn
together the threads of what he has said throughout his letter and brought them
together in a summary form in the last 5 verses of the letter. These verses are his
conclusion to the whole letter. In the last 5 verses he has exhorted the believers once
again reminding them of what he has already said so that they would remember these
things when he would no longer be there for them. Please read verses 14 to 18.

Make every effort (14-16)

Once again, the apostle Peter has called the believers “to make every effort”. Please
read or review verses 14 to 16.

1. What does he now say that they were to make every effort to do and how were
they to do this (see also 1:5-9)?

2. Why were they to do this (see 3:10-16)?

3. In these last verses Peter has again reminded the believers of the Lord’s patience
(see also 3:8-9). How are we regard the patience of the Lord and how should that
change the way we think about the times in which we live?

4. How did Peter regard the letters of Paul and why do you think he mentioned
them in these closing remarks?

Think about it

After now having read the letter of Peter what things could you be doing to ensure
that you are found spotless, blameless and at peace with him?

How can you help others to be ready and prepared for the day of the Lord?




Be on your guard

In the last two verses Peter wraps up the whole letter using two exhortations: 1) to
be on your guard and 2) grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Please read these two verses and reflect on how Peter through this letter has both
warned believers in advance to be on their guard, and at the same time also
encouraged them to grow in the grace of the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

5. Who did the believers need to be on their guard against and how would they lead
people astray (see 2:1-4; 14, 17-22)?

6. What do you think it might mean to fall from your secure position (see 1:10,11;
2:19-22)?

7. Peter has again mentioned the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Why is this knowledge so important (see 1:2,3,8)?

8. What does it mean to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
and how do we grow in these things (1:3-9; 3:10-13,14)?

9. Peter ends the letter in a doxology in which he ascribes glory to the Lord Jesus
Christ. Why is this a fitting end to this letter (1:1,4)?

Think about it

What are things have we been warned about in advance that we need to guard
against?

How has this letter changed the way you think about the times in which we live?




