Beware of false teachers
2 Peter 2:1-10a

Introduction

In every culture, teachers play an important role in educating the young and
passing on what we need to know to get along in life. Of course, some teachers
are better than others. Were there teachers that had a significant impact or
influence on you as a person? Was it a positive influence or a negative influence?

In chapter 2 Peter begins to warn believers about false teachers that would be
present among them. The rest of the letter will be dominated by the denunciation
of these false teachers and their teaching. In chapter 2 Peter will warn them of the
presence of their false teachers (1-3), explain the judgment coming on them (4-
10), tell his readers about their character (10-16) and the harm they do to others
(17-22). This study will look at the first 10 verses only.

The presence of false teachers

Peter didn’t’ want his readers to be naive and warned them in verses 1-3 of the
presence of false teachers and the danger that they posed. Please read these
verses.

1. What will false teachers do and what affect will these false teachers have?

2. Why do you think the apostle refers to their teaching as destructive? In what
way do you think their teaching might be destructive?

3. What is it that motivates these false teachers?

4. Why do you think many will follow their depraved ways (see also 2 Peter 2:18,
2 Timothy 4:1-5)?

Think about it

Peter wrote that because of these false teachers the way of the truth will be
maligned. Why do you think this will happen?

What should these false teachers and those who follow them expect and why?




Why do you think it is easy for people today to abandon the truth for lies and
made-up stories?

God’s judgment on false teachers

Peter wrote that the condemnation of false teachers was pronounced long ago. In

verses 4 to 10a Peter has explained the certainty of the judgment coming on them
by highlight several examples of the way that God judgement has come on others

in the past. Please read verse 4 to 10a.

5. What happened to the angels that sinned and what does this teach us?

. Why did the flood come upon the world at the time of Noah (refer to Genesis
6:5-22)? Why was Noah and his family saved?

. Why were the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed (see refer to Genesis
19)?

. Why do you think Peter described Lot as being distressed? How did he and his
family escape the destruction and why (see Abraham’s plea for Sodom in
Genesis 18:16-33)?

. What are we meant to learn from these stories? What are these stories meant
to teach us?

Think about it

Peter wrote that Lot was distressed by the depravity that he saw going on
around him, in what way our own times distressing? What are the sorts of
trials that believers face today?

How do you think we should respond? What do these stories encourage

believers to do?

How do these stories reassure believers who live in a world corrupted by evil
desire?




