Springs without water
2 Peter 2:10-22

Introduction

Have you ever eagerly anticipated something but were completely disappointed
when what you were waiting for arrived? Have you ever ordered something only to
find that when it arrived it wasn’t at all what you were expecting?

Imagine your disappointment to be hot and thirsty out in the desert to arrive at a
spring without water. It would not just be disappointing; it would be dangerous. In
today’s reading this is how Peter describes false teachers. He refers to them as
springs without water. A spring was something that offered refreshment to the
thirsty and kept you alive. A spring without water was just a trap for the naive and
unwary. Peter didn’t want his readers to be unaware of the danger that false
teachers posed. In the first half of the chapter 2 he made believers aware of their
presence and spoke of the judgment coming on them. In the second half of chapter
2 that this study is looking at he tells us more about what they are like and the
harm that they do to others. Please read verses 10 to 22.

The character of false teachers

From a distance is might be a little difficult to detect a waterless spring. Peter, in
verses 10 to 16, exposes what false teachers are really like so that no one might
make a mistake and be lead astray. Please read these verses.

1. These false teachers are described as being bold and arrogant people. Why do
you think Peter describes them in this way?

2. Who are the glorious ones who are being slandered? Please verses 8 and 9 of the
parallel passage in Jude’s letter to gain some further insight.

3. In what way are these people like irrational animals and what will happen to
people who are like this?

4. Why does Peter say that false teachers have gone down path of Balaam (cf
Numbers 22-24)? What path are they on?

Think about it

What makes false teachers say so appealing to people?




What motivates these teachers? Why do they end up leading people astray (see also
Romans 16:17-197

Do you think false teachers are always conscious that they are leading people astray
(Jer. 17:9, 2 Timothy 3:13)? Why or why not?

The legacy of false teachers

False teachers are extremely dangerous because they are like springs without water.
Please read verses 17 to 22 to understand the harm that false teachers do others
who follow them.

5. Why are they described as springs without water and like a mist before a storm?

6. How are people seduced by these false teachers? What do they do to and say
lead others astray?

7. What is that that false teachers promise and why can’t they deliver on their
promises?

8. What are the things that believers get entangled again and in how do they get
entangled in them?

9. Why would it have been better for these people to have never known the way of
righteousness?

Think about it

Why are so many people taken in by false teachers? What sort of things might false
teachers today be seducing people with?

How are we to remain vigilant against false teachers? How should we respond to
those teachers that twist the gospel and deceive others (see Romans 16:17-19)?

Peter uses the powerful image of sow going back to wallow in the mud and a dog
returning to its vomit. How do avoid going back to wallowing in the mud (seel:3-
11)?




