2 Peter Bible study

How easily we forget! Forgetting is something we are prone to do. We forget
things for all sorts of reasons. Sometimes we just become preoccupied with
and distracted by other things. At other times we deliberately forget turning
from what we know to be true to embrace that which we should not. The
apostle Peter writes this letter so that the things which should not be
forgotten might always be remembered by those who have received a faith as
precious as ours.



Make Every Effort

2 Peter 1:1-11

Introduction

What things have you really had to work at and put an effort into? Maybe you have
had to put an effort into learning an instrument or learning a skill or training for
some sport or studying for a career or a profession. What was involved in putting in
the effort?

In this passage Peter encourages his readers to put every effort into not falling away

from the truth but rather making their calling and election sure. Please read verse 1
to 11 of 2 Peter to discover what we ought to be putting our efforts into and why.

God’s precious gift

Most ancient letters begin with a greeting in which the author introduces himself
and those to whom he or she was writing. Please read the first 2 verses in which the
introductions are made.

1. Who was Peter writing to and what had they received and how had they received
it?

Peter goes on to describe in more detail exactly what they had been given in verses

3-4. Please read these verses and answer the following questions.

2. What is it that they had been given and exactly what was it for?

3. How do people receive it?

Think about it

How is it possible to escape the corruption that is in the world?

Make every effort

Unfortunately, sometimes people squander what they have been given. They don’t
appreciate the gift they’ve received. They forget how precious it is. This is
something that Peter does not want those who have received a faith as precious as
ours to do. Peter tells his readers that they are to guard against being ineffective
and unproductive in their knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Please read verses 5
to 9 to discover how we are to ensure that our faith is the sort that bears fruit.




4. What qualities are we to add to our faith? Please try to describe in your own
words what these qualities involve.

5. What will possessing and growing in these qualities prevent?

6. What are we doing if we ignore these things?

7. Why is it dangerous for a believer to forget they have been cleansed from their
past sin?

Think about it

We are to keep putting every effort into making our faith fruitful and yet many
forget this. Why is it so easily forgotten?

If there were one of two qualities in the list that were to focus your own efforts to
be adding to your faith, what would they be?

Why sort of thing might be involved in trying to make every effort at growing in
these things?

Confirm your calling and election

In verses 10 to 11 Peter goes on to further explain why making sure our faith is
productive and effective is so important. Please read verse 10 to 11.

8. What is the danger that is avoided if you are eager to make sure of your election
and calling?

9. What can we look forward to if we persevere in our knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ?

Think about it

Often in life we put such great effort into things which in the scheme of things
hardly will matter. We work hard to do well in our studies and our profession. We
work hard to buy a nice home. Some of us work to excel at an instrument or in a
sport. Unfortunately, many of us focus on these things and forget that what really
matters is growing in our knowledge and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

How is it possible for us to remember what is important and not forget? Are there
things we can be doing?




