
Be imitators of God 

Ephesians 5:1-20 

Introduction 

As you were growing up who did you want to be like? 

In this passage Paul has called on the Ephesians to be imitators of God as dearly loved 

children. This is how we are to live (literally = walk) in manner worthy of our calling (4:1). In 

Christ believers are a new creation and we are called to put on the new self, created to be 

like God in true righteousness and purity (4:25-32). We are to no longer to walk as the 

Gentiles walk in the futility of their thought (4:17). But as dearly loved children we are to be 

imitators of God and are to be careful how we walk. The verb “to walk” appears three times 

in this chapter (5:2, 5:8 and 5:15) to explain how we ought to be walking. Please read 

verses 1 to 21 of chapter 5. 

Walk in love (v1-2) 

Verses 1 and 2 of chapter 5 are in part the conclusion of what Paul had been saying in 

verses 25 to 32 about putting (or taking) off the old self and putting on the new self. 

Please review these verses and answer the following questions. 

1. What is involved in walking in love and why are we to walk this way? 

 

 

2. How do we grow to become more and more like God in the way that we love one 

another (Romans 5:5; Ephesians 3:17-19)? 

 

 

Walk as children of light (v3to14) 

If we are to be imitators of God, we are not only to walk in love but also to walk in the light 

and have nothing to do with the works of darkness. These things are inappropriate for 

God’s people for God is light and in him is no darkness (1 John 1:5). In verses 3 to 14 Paul 

calls believers to walk as children of light. Please read these verses to understand how we 

are to behave as children of the light. 

3. What things should God’s people not be known for and why?  

 

 

4. What are believers not to be deceived about and why do they need to be careful 

that they aren’t? Why can believers be so easily deceived at times (see also Jeremiah 

17:9, Colossians 2:4; 1 Tim 4:1-2; 2 Tim 4:2-3)? 

 

5. How ought children of the light being walking or living in these days? 

 



6. What should we do if we haven’t been behaving as children of light? 

 

 

Think about it 

What do you think it means for believers to not partner with the disobedient (5:7, 11)? 

 

How are the deeds of darkness exposed by God’s people for what they really are?  

 

How do we know what is pleasing to the Lord? 

 

How should believers today be different to the people that we are living among?  

 

Be careful (v15to21) 

Paul calls believers to pay careful attention to how they walk. Please read verses 15 to 21 

to understand how we are to be careful. 

7. What do those who walk wisely understand? 

 

 

8. What is wrong with getting drunk on wine? 

 

 

9. What do you think it means to be filled with the Spirit and what are those who are 

filled with the Spirit like? 

 

Think about 

God’s people need to be careful how they walk. We need to understand the times in which 

we live and what God’s will is. 

 

What do you think that we need to be particularly careful of living in the days that we are 

living? 

 

How can we be cultivating the fruit of light as dearly loved children? 

 

 


