Servant of the gospel
Ephesians 3:1-13

Introduction

Are you someone who gets easily discouraged? What are some of thing that
you sometimes are tempted to be discouraged by?

In verse 13 of chapter 3 Paul asked the Ephesians not to be discouraged over
his suffering that he was going through for them. Paul said that he was a
prison for their sakes. Paul in the first half of the chapter has described his
ministry as a servant of the gospel for the sake of the Gentiles. Please read
verses 1 to 13 to understand Paul’s ministry and why his Gentile readers did
not need to be discouraged even though he was suffering in prison.

The Mystery Revealed

Paul seems to have interrupted a report about what he was praying for the
Ephesians in verse 1 to talk more about his stewardship of God’s grace on
behalf of the Gentiles in verses 2 to 6. Please read these verses to
understand how he became a steward of God’s grace.

1. What had the apostle expected the Ephesians to have heard about?

2. How and when had the mystery been made known and more
particularly how had Paul come to know it (see also Acts 9:1-18)?

3. What is the mystery? How is it described here and in other places (see
also Eph. 1:9, 6:19 and Colossians 1:25-27)?

Think about it

How had Paul become a steward of God’s grace for the Gentiles?

How is the mystery revealed to people today? Should we all expect to
have a similar experience to that of the apostle? Why or why not? (see
also 2 Corinthians 4:1-6)?




Servant of the gospel

Being a steward of God’s grace meant being a servant of the gospel.
Please read verses 7 to 13 and what was involved for the apostle in being
a servant of the gospel.

4. What do you think that Paul refers to himself as the least of all saints
(see also 1 Timothy 1:12-15)?

5. What two things had Paul been graciously given to do by God?

6. What was God accomplishing according to his eternal purpose in
Christ Jesus?

7. How does the church exactly reveal or make known the wisdom of God
right now?

8. Why were the Ephesians not to be discouraged over Paul’s afflictions?

Think about it

What are the incalculable riches of Christ that Paul was proclaiming
(see 1:3-14; 1:18-19; (2:4-7; 2:19-22)? How can we proclaim them if
they are incalculable?

Why are stewards of God’s grace servants of the gospel?

Who should be proclaiming the grace of God in the gospel and why?




