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God’s workmanship 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

Introduction 

Who are you? How far back can you trace your family tree? Where do your people come 

from? What do you know about the family you were born into? 

In chapter 2 verses 1 to 10 the apostle has reminded his readers of who they once were 

by nature so that they might appreciate who they now have become by grace in Christ 

and what it means to live as those who have been raised up with Christ. Please read 

verses 1 to 10 of chapter 2. 

By nature 

In verses 1 to 3 Paul describes who we were by nature. Please read these verses again to 

understand who we were before God made us alive in Christ. 

1. Paul wrote to the Ephesians that they were dead. What do you think he means by this 

and why were they dead (Romans 3:9-18, 6:23; Eph. 4:1718)? 

 

2. Whose ways were these Gentiles believers following and why do think they were living 

this way? 

 

3. Paul also includes himself and his fellowship Jews among the disobedient (v3). Why 

were they also among the disobedient and under God’s wrath like the rest of humanity 

(see Eph. 4:17-19 and Romans 3:9-18)? 

 

Think about it 

Paul has painted a sad picture of what we were like by nature (before God made us alive 

with Christ). How would you describe our condition? 

If you were a doctor and had to give a prognosis on the condition of humanity, what 

would it be? 

 

By grace 

But God has intervened and saved us by grace. In verses 4 to 7 Paul describes what God 

has done and why he has done it. Please read again these verses. 

4. Why did God intervene when we didn’t deserve it? 

 

5. What did God do for us even though we were the disobedient and were dead in our 

trespasses? 
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6. What do you think the significance is of having been seated with Christ in the heavens?  

 

7. How do God’s people display the richness of his grace (Eph. 1:7-8)? 

 

Think about it 

Paul repeatedly reminds the believers that they are saved by grace. What is grace and why 

is it important for believers to understand that we are saved by grace? 

 

Paul says that by grace we have been made alive in Christ. How is this true if, like the rest 

of humanity, we all die (see John 11:17-27, 1 Corinthians 15:50-58)? 

 

What difference should knowing that we are alive in Christ have to the way that we live 

now (see Romans 6:8-14)? 

 

How does being seated with Christ in the heavens change the relationship that we have to 

the world, the flesh, the devil? 

 

God’s gift 

Salvation is a gift of God that is ours because of the kindness that God has shown us in 

Christ Jesus. Salvation is entirely God’s work for us to make us his new creation. Please 

read verses 8 to 10 to understand how we receive this gift and how we are to live when 

we have. 

8. How do you receive the gift of salvation and why do you think Paul makes the point 

that it isn’t by works? 

 

9. Paul uses the language of creation to describe who we now are in Christ. In making us a 

new creation what is God’s intention or purpose for us (see also Ephesians 4:20-24)? 

 

Think about 

If we have received the gift of salvation through faith in Jesus and have been raised up 

and seated with Christ in the heavens, how should we view our lives (see also Ephesians 

4:17-24 Colossians 3:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:16-19)? 

What are the good works that God has prepared for us to do? How do we know what God 

has prepared for us to do? 

 


