A holy temple
Ephesians 2:11-22

Introduction

Do you think having technology and social media so readily available has brought
people closer together than they once were? Why do you think we so often struggle
to build and maintain deep meaningful relationships that last the test of time?

In verses 11 to 22 of chapter 2 of the letter to the Ephesians Paul has written to
them about what God has done to bring those who were at one time far away close.
The passage can be divided up into three: (1) You were alienated, verses 11 to 12; (2)
He is our peace (verses 13 to 18) and (3) You are a holy temple (verse 19 to 22).

You were alienated

Paul called the believers in Ephesus to remember who they had once been. Please
read verses 11 to 12 again to work out who these believers had been.

1. What had the believers been called? Who called them this and why would that
have that been significant?

2. What had been the condition of the believers when they had been without
Christ?

Think about

Before the Lord Jesus Christ appeared if a Gentile wanted to share in the
promises to Abraham what do you think might have needed to happen?

What were the covenants of the promise looking forward to (Genesis 12:1-3)?

He is our peace

At one time the Ephesians had been far away, but now the apostle Paul
wrote that they had been brought near. At one time there had been a
dividing wall that Paul refers to as a wall of hostility. In the temple that
Herod built, there was a wall that divided the outer court of the Gentiles
from the raised temple area where only the Israelites could go. The
Gentiles from the outer court could look up and see the temple but they
couldn’t come any closer because of that dividing wall and the sign on it

that threatened death for any Gentile who tried. Please read verses 13 to
18 to understand how they had been brought near.

3. How had the Ephesians been brought near and to who or what had they been
brought near to (2:18; 2:6)?



4. How had the wall been broken down that at one time had separated Jew from
Gentile and what does that mean for Jewish and Gentile believers?

5. Christ has not only dealt with the hostility that existed between people, but
that which divided people from God. What did he have to do to put to death
this hostility (See Galatians 3:13-14)?

6. Who was the good news proclaimed to and what does this say about who
needs to hear this good news?

7. What do those who are in Christ have now that even those who had formerly
thought themselves as near don’t have?

Think about it

In what way had the temple always pointed to the fullness of what was coming in
Christ? How did it also highlight the barriers that needed to be overcome for the
promises to be fulfilled?

Jesus pronounced judgment on the temple and told of it ending. Please explain why
the physical temple in Jerusalem was made redundant because of the cross (John
14:1-6; Hebrews 10:1-25).

If through the cross, Christ has created a new humanity and reconciled us to God
what ought that mean for the way that believers ought to live in this world?

We are a holy temple

In verses 19 to 22, the apostle Paul describes who the Ephesians had become in
Christ Jesus using both the image of a household and that of a building,

8. Who are we and what are being built into?

9. What is the foundation of this building and how is built and to what end?

Think about it

How does God build this new community and what is his purpose in building it (see
also 1 Peter 2:1-10; Rev. 21:3-4; 22)?

What should this new community look like now in this world?

Paul began this section by calling the Ephesians to remember what they once were
before telling them of who they have become in Christ. Why is it important to
remember these things?







