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Wisdom is better 
Ecclesiastes 9:13 – 10:20 
 

Introduction 
 
Are you ever surprised at just what some people are willing to pay? At times people pay 
enormous amounts of money to have things that are really of little value or worth. What 
things do you think people overvalue and what things do you think people undervalue? 
 
The great value of wisdom is sometimes overlooked or not recognised by people. People act 
foolishly and unwisely because other things are sometimes judged to be more significant 
and valuable. Unfortunately, wisdom in our world goes unheeded and is overlooked by 
many. In chapter 9 verse 13 to chapter 10 verse 20 the teacher reveals how wisdom goes 
unheeded and then exposes how wisdom is better than folly by highlighting the stupidity of 
the folly that takes it place under the sun 
 

Wisdom is better than strength 
 
In chapter 9 verse 13 to chapter 10 verse 1 the teacher has provided an example of wisdom 
being better than strength but how wisdom went unheeded. Please read these verses. 
 
1. What had impressed the teacher and what did it reveal about the worth or value of 
wisdom? 
 
2. Why did nobody seem to remember the man that saved the city and his wisdom? 
 
 
3. What damage can a little folly do and why?  
 
 

Think about it  
 
Wisdom is necessary for living life under the sun1 Early in the book the Teacher has said 
that there is more to gain in wisdom than folly (Eccl 2:13-14). Here in these verses, he has 
said that wisdom is better than strength and is more useful than any weapon of war. 
However, people fail to value wisdom as they ought. 
 
What is the essence of wisdom that the Teacher is talking about (c/f Eccl 5:1-7; 12:13) and 
why do people so easily stray from it? 
 
 
How would you define folly? 
 
 

 

 
1 Eccl 7:11-12 
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Wisdom is better than folly 
 
Wisdom might be better folly but so often people chose folly to their own detriment and to 
that of others. In the rest of the chapter the teacher describes the consequence of going 
down the road of folly. The stupidity of folly reveals itself not only in our lives as 
individuals but also in the corporate life of nations. Please read chapter 10 verses 2 to 20. 
 
4. The foolishness of rulers shows itself in the stupid decisions that rulers make which have 
the power to affect many lives. What mistakes sort of errors or mistakes do foolish rulers 
make (10:5-7)? 
 
5. Without wisdom our everyday endeavours can be hazards (8-11). What important role 
does wisdom play in our everyday life (10)? 
 
 
6. What are the words of the wise man like and what are the words of a fool like (12-14)? 
 
 
7. What is a fool’s working life like? 
 
 
8. What is wrong with having a king that is young or inexperienced or lacks maturity? 
 
 
9. How ought the wise person respond to such leadership? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
The stupidity of folly has been described in some details in these verses. Please put 
together the profile of the fool.  
 
What do fools seem to really value in life? 
 
How evident is the stupidity of a fool to themselves and others? 
 
 

 

Conclusion 
 

Think about it 
 
The Teacher says that the “fool lacks sense and shows everyone how stupid he is.” If folly is 
so obviously stupid with such disastrous consequences why do so many people allow 
wisdom’s call to go unheeded (Romans 1:18-32)? 
 
How do we help people to heed wisdom’s call today (c/f (1 Cor, 1:30, Col 2:3, Mat.7:21)? 
 
 
 


