Living in a fallen world
Ecclesiastes 8:2-9:10

Introduction

What are the wrong things that are presently going on in our world that you would immediately
change if you could? What are some of the things that you are sad to see going on and feel ought to
be righted if you could?

Often there are things going on in this world that we know aren’t right. At times we can be deeply
sadden by the wickedness and evil that we see going on in this fallen world. There are times when
rulers do great harm to the people that they govern causing many to suffer. We can sometimes look
at our world and what is going on it and feel hopeless and helpless at the state that it is in. The
Teacher was a man who was profoundly aware of the evil and the injustice that went on in his
world, and yet he says that wisdom can brighten our face (8:1). While wisdom doesn’t overcome the
problem of wickedness it does help us to navigate life under the sun so that we can enjoy this life
and live it well. In chapters 8 and 9 the teacher explores how the wise live in this fallen world.
Firstly, he looks at how the wise live under the authority of rulers who can do great harm (8:1-10).
Secondly, he explains how the wise live amid the wickedness and injustice going on in this world
(8:11-17) and thirdly how we live under the shadow of death (9:1-10).

Living under authority

In this world we live under the authority of flawed human rulers and authorities and such rule is
sometimes evil and exercised to the great harm of those who are governed (8:9). There is a wise
way to live under the authority of a king of a king or a ruler, there are things that we need to
remember about their rule. Please read verses 2 to 10 of chapter 8.

1. What does the teacher call the wise person to do who find themselves serving in the court of a
ruler or king and why (8:2,5)?

2. There are some who would argue that the words in verse 2, “because of your oath made before
God” introduces what is to come in verse 3 rather than supplying the reason as to why the king is to
be obeyed. If read this way, do you think it would change how these verses might be understood or
not? Please explain your answer.

3. The word translated “procedure” is the same word that is translated “justice” in several places in
Ecclesiastes (3:16; 5:8). It has been suggested that instead of talking about knowing the “right time
and procedure” what the teacher is reminding us of is the time of God’s judgment that is coming on
the wicked and the righteous that was referred to in verses 16 to 17 of chapter 3. Please read these
verses and explain what the wise heart might gain from understanding this?

4. What does the wise person need to remember about human authority?

Think about it
How does the wise person live under human authorities that have the potential to do them harm?

How does understanding these words brighten someone face?




Living amid wickedness and injustice

Justice isn’'t always swift in this world. Although the teacher has seen the wicked buried, he also has
seen wickedness go unchecked and the wicked prolong their days while the righteous get what the
actions of the wicked deserved. Please read verses 10b to 17 to understand how the teacher says the
wise are to live amid the wickedness and injustice that goes on in our world.

5. What happens when justice isn't swiftly carried out and why?

6. What does the teacher know and what difference ought this make to the way we live no matter
what we see going on around us (8:12-13)?

7. How then does the one who fears the Lord then approach life (8:14-15)?

8. What was it that the teacher couldn’t discover (see 3:9-14)?

Think about it

What do you need to know and understand in order to wisely live your life?

What hope does the teacher hold out for those for whom the burden of life is heavy?

Living under the shadow of death

Death for the teacher is the great mystery for it comes to all of us bringing life under the sun to an
end whether we are righteous or wicked, good or bad. It makes no difference who we are or what
we have or haven’t done. Our destiny is the same. Please read chapter 9 verse 1 to 12 to understand
how to live under the sun under the sentence of death.

9. Why does the teacher say that there more hope for live dog than a dead lion (9:1-6)?

10. What does the teacher tell the living to be doing and why are they to live this way (7-12)?

Think about it

You only have one shot at life under the sun and this life is it. What is the wise attitude to living it?

As believers we have a great optimism about life that is lived under the sun even though we know
that we too will most likely face death. Describe the certain hope that we have as believers (1
Corinthians 15:50-58)?

What things might you need to embrace to live life with all your might?




