
The end of the matter 
Ecclesiastes 11 & 12 
 
Introduction 
 
What things do you remember having to wait a long time for? What things were over before you knew it? 
What things just didn’t seem to last that long that you might have wished lasted a little longer than they 
did? 
 
Life under the sun just doesn’t seem to last that long. Life is over before people living under the sun 
realize it. When you’re young it seems like you have all the time in the world to do the things that you 
want to do. But it isn’t long before we discover that our time under the sun is just for a moment. In the 
final two chapters the Teacher concludes his lessons about life and there are some final words about the 
teacher and his message that forms the epilogue of the book. 
 

Sow your seed 
 
The fact that life is short and so uncertain is not an excuse to do nothing with our lives. Rather we are to 
get on with our lives and our work and make the most of the life that God has given. Please read 11:1-6 to 
understand what is involved in getting on with living life under the sun. 
 
1. What things don’t we know or understand about our world? 
 
 
2. If we don’t know what things will succeed and what things won’t, how are we to get on with our work 
under the sun? 
 

Let your heart be glad 
 
There is more to this life than just our work and what we need do to sustain life here under the sun. 
Please read verses 7 to 10 to hear what the teacher says about enjoying life. 
 
3. What is the place of enjoyment in living life under the sun? 
 
 
4. Why ought we banish sorrow from our heart or put way pain (banish anxiety... cast off the troubles of 
your body NIV 2011)? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
What difference does knowing the Maker of all things make to the way we do our work in this world? 
 
 
Light is sweet and it is good thing to see the sun and so life here is to be enjoyed. How does knowing our 
Maker make it possible to truly appreciate and enjoy life? 
 
 
Why is the enjoyment of life more a factor of our hearts rather than our circumstances? 
 
 
How does someone banish sorrow (anxiety) or cast of the troubles or of our body? 
 
 

 



Remember your Creator 
 
It’s through knowing the Creator that people understand what they need to know about living life in this 
world. In verses 1 to 7 we have the final words of the Teacher in a poem. Please read these verses. 
 
5. The Teacher says to remember the Creator in the days of your youth. What are these days of trouble 
that the Teacher describes in verses 2 to 5? What are these images in these verses describing? 
 
6. When should we remember our Creator; at what stage of life? (12:1,6,7) 
 
 

Think about it 
 
Why is remembering the Creator an important lesson for the young to learn? 
 
Why is remembering the Creator an important lesson for those who are older to learn? 
 
 

 

The conclusion of the matter 
 
The book concludes with the Teacher’s motto being repeated and from the Teacher’s instruction the 
draws the conclusion of the matter. Please read verses 8 to 14 of chapter 12. 
 
7. Having examined life under the sun the teacher’s conclusion was that everything is futility or vapour 
(hebel) (12:8).1 What has led the Teacher to describe life under the sun in this manner? 
 
8. What does the editor say about the value and worth of the Teacher’s words? 
 
9. What is the conclusion of the matter? How do we live in a world where much of life is difficult to 
understand and life itself is fragile and fleeting? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
Why is fearing God and keeping his commandments the only wise way to live in this world? 
 
What does that mean for us today? 
 

 
Conclusion 
 
The For the Teacher it is death that makes everything we do under the sun meaningless. The Teacher did 
not know it but the ultimate answer to death is the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Think about it 
 
What hints are there in these final chapters that there might be more to life than what just can be 
observed here under the sun? 
 
How does the resurrection of the Lord Jesus change things for the believer (1 Corinthians 15:58)? 
 

 

 
1 The word has a range of meanings which might include ideas like ‘breath, vapour, mist, vanity, what is transient, 
ephemeral, profitless’. “Barry Webb, “Five Festal Garments – Christian Reflections on the Song of Songs, Ruth, 
Lamentations, Ecclesiastes and Esther, page 90. 


