Wisdom for life

Ecclesiastes 6:10-8:1

Introduction
What things in life were unpleasant at the time but turned out to be good for you?

We don’t always understand how the things we experience which might have been difficult and
hard at the time might turn out for our good. Often some experiences we go through are not
pleasant or welcome and yet we learn something valuable through them. The whole question of
what is good for a person in life is raised in verse 12 of chapter 6. Please read verses 10 to 12 to
understand the main issue that the teacher has addressed in chapter 7.

1. What makes it so difficult to know what is good for a person?
The teacher in chapter 7 answers his own question providing us with some insight on what is good
for a man to do. He doesn’t have all the answers to life, but he does have some valuable insights or

wisdom on living under the sun. He informs us firstly of the things that are better (77:1-10); and
secondly, he instructs us as to the importance and the limitations of wisdom (7:11-8:1).

Things that are better (1-10)

While life does remain something of a mystery for the teacher there are some things that are good
to do. In verses 1 to 10 the teacher compares several things arguing that some things are “better
than” others. Please read these verses to discover what things are better.

2. The teacher seems to explain why a funeral is better than a birthday party in verses 1 to 6. Why is
the day of death better than the day of birth?

3. The song of fools can be sometimes heard at the house of pleasure. Why is the wise man’s rebuke
better than the song of fools?

4. Why is patience better than pride?

5. What is wrong with a sense of nostalgia about the good old days (10)?

Think about it

The teacher describes the things that are good for the heart. These are things that we all need to
learn to live wisely under the sun.

One of the things the teacher has highlighted is that the living ought to consider their destiny. How
do people today try to ignore the truth about their destiny?

The song of the fool continues to be sung today. In what ways does this song get sung and in what
ways are you sometimes tempted to join in? How might we avoid joining in with those who are
singing it?

What are the better things that the teacher has highlighted that you might need to better
appreciate?




The importance but limitation of wisdom

In the second half of the chapter the teacher highlights the importance of the sort of wisdom that
considers God and what he has done. However, he also considers the reality of what people are like
and the limitations of wisdom. Please read from chapter 7 and verse 11 to chapter 8 and verse 1 to
learn what the teacher discovered about wisdom.

6. Wisdom is good thing. What benefits does it provide for those living under the sun (7:11-12; 19;
8:1)?

7. Wisdom involves considering God and what he has done. What does the person learn about life
who considers God?

8. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Prov 9:10). What extremes does the person who
fears God avoid?

9. The teacher turned his mind to understand the stupidity of wickedness and the madness of folly.
What did the teacher discover about those who fall into the trap of the woman who is a snare

(7:26)?

10. What did the teacher discover about the character of people generally (7:20; 25-29)?

Think about it

Who is responsible for the wickedness and the folly that we see in this world?

The teacher has said that patience is better than pride (7:8). Why is humility and patience with
others a mark of true wisdom (c/f 7:21-22)?

Conclusion

While wisdom might be far off and profound and beyond the teacher, he did come to understand
some important things about God and people to enable him to live life wisely. To be wise you don’t
need to understand everything about life, you don’t know the end from the beginning like God
does, you just need to understand how you are to live the life that you have been given.

Think about it

From the perspective of the teacher what is the wisdom that we need to live life (see also 3:9-14)?
Wisdom is the understanding that you need to live in God’s word. The apostle explained to the

believers at Corinth that the Lord Christ is the wisdom of God. Please read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
and discuss why the Lord Jesus Christ is this wisdom that we need for life.

How does he help you to look at life (both the times of laughter and mourning) differently?




