The love of money
Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:9

Introduction

Have you ever had too much of a good thing? Have you ever overindulged your appetite for something in
a way that was unwise or unhealthy and regretted it later?

Many things are not bad for us in themselves but it’s our insatiable appetite for them that can cause us
the problems. We love them just too much and we value them in way that they don’t really deserve and
that can end up harming us. In this study the teacher investigates the problem with loving money. Loving
money is a big problem for living life under the sun and is one way that people rob themselves of finding
contentment and joy in life.

The root of all kinds of evil

Many people think that if only they had more money, it would solve all their problems. But the teacher
has examined what goes on under the sun and seen that many problems spring from the love of money.
Please read chapter 5 verses 8 to 12 to understand some of the problems associated with the love of
money and what the teacher came to realise about our appetite for money and wealth.

1. Why aren’t we to be surprised when we see the poor oppressed?

2. Why is the wealthy person who loves money never satisfied with his or her income and why is the
worker’s sleep sweet compared to the rich man with the abundance (see also Luke 12:14-21)?

3. What were the sickening tragedies (literally = grievous evils) that the teacher saw going on under the
sun with regards to wealth?

Wisdom and wealth

In verses 18 to 20 the teacher briefly interrupts recounting the tragedies he has seen to recount what he
has seen to be good. In these verses we see the good or the wise way to live under the sun with or without
riches and wealth.

4. What does the teacher learn about finding satisfaction and joy while living and working in this world?

Think about it

Many people fall into the trap of thinking that life is all about the abundance of their possessions. The
consumerism of our own age is evidence of how much we crave wealth as people. The apostle Paul echoes
the teacher’s words warning Timothy of the dangers of the love of money (1 Timothy 6:6-19). How are we
to keep our lives free from the love of money*?

The teacher argues that the poor are oppressed and treated unfairly because others want to profit from
their labour. What are some ways that we can ensure that we don’t profit unfairly from the labour of the
others?

What attitude ought we who have towards our abundance (c/f 1 Timothy 6:18)? When does a person
have an abundance? How much do they have to have to be content?

! Hebrews 13:5-6.




More tragic stories (6:1-7)

The teacher resumes his account of how people pierce themselves with many griefs because of their
desire and love of money. Please read the observations of the teacher in verses 1 to 7 to understand how
people have harmed themselves through their obsession with wealth and possessions.

5. Why doesn’t having wealth and honour guarantee that we will be better off than the poor man without
either of these things (6:1-2)?

6. Why is the man who lives many years and has lots of children no better off than the still born child?

7. Why don’t people find contentment (6:7,9)?

Wisdom versus folly

The teacher draws concludes his words on wealth and loving money in verses 8 to 9 comparing wisdom
with folly. Please read verses 8 to 10 of chapter 6.

8. What advantage does the poor wise person have over the rich but foolish?

Think about it

The teacher concludes that “this too is futile and a chasing after the wind” (v9). What is he referring to?
What is meaningless?

Why do think that people have such an insatiable appetite?

Is there anything wrong with wanting and working to be rich in life (see also 1 Timothy 6:9-10)?

Conclusion

Money can be a trap for many. It seems to offer us “great gain” but if we are foolish enough to pursue
wealth, it ends up robbing us any chance of finding real contentment. The apostle Paul says those who
“want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men
into ruin and destruction” (1 Tim 6:9). Look again at the apostle’s words to Timothy about contentment.

Think about it
What really is “great gain” in life?
How do those who pursue such gain handle their money?

What opportunities do we have to be rich in this way?




