
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 
Time and Eternity 
 
When have you done the ‘right thing’ but at the wrong time? Why do you think it was the 
wrong time to do such a thing? 
 
 
Read verses 1-8 
From verse 1, what is the big idea of the poem? 
 
 
How is this principle fleshed out in verses 2-8? 
 
 
 
 
à what effect does the grouping of opposite pairs in each line have? 
 
 
à what is the implication of the poem for wise living? 
 
 
 
Read verses 9-15 
The question of verse 9 seems unexpected and disconnected with the poem in v1-8. And yet, 
it is not unexpected from what the Teacher has been saying so far in chapters 1 and 2. 
 
In light of this question and the broader observations of the Teacher, what point do you think 
he really wants to make through the poem? 
 
 
 
à How is this point fleshed out in verses 10-11? 
(Consider: who determines the times and seasons we face? What control do we have over our 
circumstances? Are we able to make ultimate sense of our experiences? Why/why not?) 
 
 
 
à How is a sense of eternity in our hearts both a good thing and a frustration for humanity? 
 
 
 
à How do verses 14 and 15 express similar ideas? What do they add? 
 
 
  



In the midst of these reflections, what advice does the Teacher give in verses 12-13? 
 
 
 
How is this an answer (of sorts!) to the frustrations created by our human limitations as we 
experience the constantly changing landscape of our lives? 
 
 
 
à What alternative reactions are we tempted to pursue, and why would they be less helpful? 
 
 
 
Time, Circumstances and the Good News of God’s Eternity in Christ 
Look up the following New Testament passages and reflect on how the gospel of Jesus 
provides relief to the frustration of the Teacher and helps us live well in every time and 
situation. (You might want to take one passage each and share your findings) 
 
Passage How does the gospel help us find meaning and/or live well 

in every situation under heaven? 
Ephesians 1:9-10  

 
 
 
 

Romans 8:28-29  
 
 
 
 

Philippians 4:12-13  
 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Reflect 
To sum up, how would you summarise what it means to live well through the ups and downs 
and different situations you find yourself in? 


