
Ecclesiastes 2 
The futile search for meaning in life under the sun 
 
Is there a time you were really looking forward to something (and perhaps you spent 
lots of effort, time or money towards it) and it was ultimately quite disappointing? Why? 
 
 
In Chapter 2, the Teacher continues to outline his quest to find meaning in life, 
describing his experiences with pursuing pleasure, achievement and possessions (v1-
11), living according to wisdom (v12-17), and reflecting on the value of work (v18-23). 
 
Read Verses 1-11 
The Teacher wants to ‘see what is good for people to do under heaven during the few 
days of their lives.’ 
What different things does he do to explore this question in v1-10? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does this tell us about the Teacher’s understanding of ‘wisdom’ and the kind of 
wisdom he has amassed in his quest for meaning? 
 
 
He was as successful in this approach as anyone could hope to be (v9-10), and yet 
what does he conclude in verse 11 as he considers all that he had accomplished?  
 
Why? 
 
 
 
à Why do you think we, as Christians, are still tempted to find meaning and 
satisfaction through pleasure, achievement and possessions?  
 
 
à What do we need to remind ourselves of? 
 
 
Read verses 12-17 
What does the teacher mean by ‘wisdom’ here? 
 
 
Why is there both value and no value in living according to wisdom? 
 
 



 
Read verses 18-23 
List the various things that lead the Teacher to declare he ‘hated all his work’: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
à How have you observed these things in your own experience? 
 
 
 
Read verses 2:24-26. 
Given the futility of seeking ‘gain under the sun’, what does the Teacher conclude at 
this point about how to approach life? (v24) 
 
 
 
à How is this different to and better than ‘seeking gain’ through your work or 
experiences? 
 
 
 
And yet, why does the Teacher say that even this is a futile chasing of the wind in v26? 
 
 
 
As we seek to apply the provisional wisdom of v24 to our own lives, how does the 
overall message of Ecclesiastes (cf. 12:13-14) and the gospel of Jesus Christ (see 
particularly 1 Cor 15:56-58) shape our understanding of what is ‘good for us to do 
under heaven during the few days of our lives’? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect & Pray 
What do you think you are tempted to overvalue and what are you tempted to 
undervalue in your approach to life? 


