1 Peter 4:7-19
Living in Light of the End

Verses 7-11

Peter begins this section declaring ‘the end of all things is near’, meaning that the return of Jesus and
the judgement and renewal of the world to come with that great event could come at any time. He
then explains: because this is true 'therefore’ Christians should be and do certain things...

In each of the 3 sections below, identify what Peter is urging us to do, and why it is fitting or
necessary in light of the fact that ‘the end of all things is near’.

What Why

Verse 7b

Verses 8-9

Verses 10-11

Reflect:
Do you go about life conscious of the fact that 'the end of all things is near’? Why / why not?

= How could you cultivate a sense of the 'nearness’ of Jesus’s return?

Pick one of the 3 instructions Peter gives in these verses. What would it look like for you to embrace
it more wholeheartedly in your life? (Consider: how might it affect your daily habits? your household
relationships? your involvement in your local community and church?)

Verses 12-19

In verse 12, Peter tells us not to be surprised when we experience the ‘fiery ordeal’ as if something
unusual were happening to us. What explanation does he give for such suffering or trials in this
verse? (cf. Ch 1, verses 6-7)



What 3 reasons does he provide in verses 13-16 for rejoicing in suffering as a Christian, rather than
being disturbed by it?

e V13
e« V14
e Vv15-16

Reflect: \What do these verses tell us about the relationships between: faith in Christ, suffering for
Christ, and glory with Christ?

=» How does that challenge your assumptions about what it means for you to follow Jesus?

In verses 17 and 18, Peter frames the trials and suffering that Christians experience (which serve to
test our faith) as ‘judgment beginning with the household of God’. How do these verses provide more
motivation to press on faithfully in the face of trials and mistreatment from others?

What is Peter’s conclusion to this section in verse 197

= How does it sum up the main themes of the letter so far?

Reflect & Pray

Have you ever been personally ridiculed or discriminated against for being a Christian? How did you
react, or how do you think you would react?

=> What do you need to keep in mind?



