
1 Peter 2:4-12 
God’s Holy and Chosen People 
 
Have you ever felt disregarded or disrespected (or worse!) because of your faith? How did you react? 
 
Verses 4-10 
This section is all about how our identity and our relationship to the world and to God is bound up in 
Jesus’ identity and his relationship to the world and to God. 
Peter describes Jesus as ‘the Living Stone’ (v4) in connection with prophesies from the Old 
Testament where God speaks of laying a ‘chosen and precious cornerstone’ (v6-7)1. The point is that 
Jesus is the foundation and heart of God’s great building project to redeem and rescue his people 
out of judgement, exile and oppression, and to build a new, greater temple, so that God and man 
can dwell together forever.  
What does it mean to ‘come to [Jesus], the living Stone’? 
 
 
What does Peter say about those who come to the living Stone? 
 
 
 
 

Think Deeper… 
What was the significance of the temple and the priesthood in the OT? What does it mean 
then for us to be the temple and a holy priesthood?  
 
 
 
What does Peter mean by ‘offering spiritual sacrifices’? (c.f. Rom. 12:1, Phil. 4:18, Heb. 
13:15-16) 

 
 
 
As Peter explains in v7, to you who believe, this stone is precious - but not everyone believes and 
sees ’this stone’ in the same light.  
Who are the builders that reject the stone? 
 

Why does God’s chosen stone cause people to stumble and fall?  
 
 
 

 
1 Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22 



Peter sums up Jesus’ relationship to the world (in general) and to God and his plans with the phrase 
‘rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him’ (v4).  
How does this summarise the message of verses 5-8? 
 

How does it relate to what Peter says about our own experience in the world, and our identity 
and destiny as Christians?  
 
 
From verses 9-10, what does God want you to know about… 

• who you are? 

 

• the purpose of your salvation? 
 
 
Reflect… 
How are verses 4-10 an encouragement to followers of Jesus who might feel insignificant, and 
experience ridicule and even persecution as ‘exiles and strangers’ in this world? 
 

How do these verses challenge your view of yourself and the church? 
 
 
Verses 11-12 
These verses serve as a transition from the theological reflections on our identity as those who trust in 
the living stone, to the ethical instructions of 2:13 onwards...  

How do these exhortations to ‘abstain from sinful desires’ and ‘live such good lives among the 
pagans’ relate to the descriptions of our identity and calling in v4-10? 

 

Try to explain verse 12 in your own words... 
 
 
Reflect… 
Why is living a holy life so important for Christians?  
 
 
Are there particular sinful desires that are waging war against your soul?  
Commit to praying each day over the next week for God to help you abstain from these desires and 
live in a way that brings glory to God. 


