
Romans 9:30 – 10:21 
Israel, the Gospel and the Righteousness of God 
 
Context 
In Chapters 9-11 of Romans, Paul is tackling the question of how and why so many of the Jews 
seem to have failed to receive God’s salvation in Christ. Paul begins to answer this question in 9:6-29 
by pointing out that first of all, we need to realise that not all of national Israel belongs to God’s 
chosen people. God’s people are those God has freely called to belong to himself, from amongst 
both the Jews and the Gentiles. These people have received (and are receiving) God’s salvation in 
the gospel. Paul now turns from 9:30 through Chapter 10 to outline what has really gone wrong for 
the majority of national Israel. As you consider the detail Chapter 10, with its many (many!) OT 
quotations, it is helpful to appreciate that 9:30-10:4 summarises the big ideas of the whole section. 

Read 9:30-10:4 
How does Paul summarise the problem with the people of Israel in 9:30-32? 
Consider… 

• What were they pursuing? 

• How did they pursue it? 

• What was the result of their pursuit? 

• Why was that the result? 

How does Paul contrast this with the Gentiles? 

How has Israel ’stumbled over the stumbling stone’? 

 
How does Paul summarise the problem in verses 2-3 of Chapter 10? 
 
 
What have they failed to appreciate about the law, Jesus and righteousness? (v4) 
 
 
** What does this passage say about the value of ‘good intentions’ or being ‘a very religious person’ 
when it comes to being saved? 
 
 
Read 10:5-13 
This section can be confusing, but Paul is really just expanding on what he’s just said in verse 4: The 
OT Law (not just the commands, but God’s Word given through Moses) has been building up to 
Jesus as the fulfilment of this Law, providing righteousness for everyone who believes. His purpose in 
this section is to show how the OT Law really does reveal this big idea. 
 
How does Paul summarise the problem with trying to establish righteousness by means of the law in 
v5? 
 
 



How does the gospel message about Jesus, summarised in verses 9 and 10, contrast with this 
approach? 
 
Consider… 

• what do we need to actually do to be saved through Christ? 

• How is that different to what we would need to do to be saved by means of the law? 

 
Verses 6-8 emphasise the contrast between ‘righteousness by faith' and ‘righteousness by the law’ 
by highlighting that in Jesus, everything we need for salvation has been graciously provided for us. 
We don’t need to ascend to heaven or descend to the deep - the word is near, in our hearts and on 
our lips. Nothing more is needed. 
 
What are the two points Paul is making in verses 11-13? 
 
 
** How would you summarise the gospel of Jesus from this section, especially in contrast to how 
people normally approach religion? 
 
 
 
Read Verses 14-21 
Paul has just declared that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved - that is all that 
is required for salvation. Paul now explores what is required for someone to call on the name of the 
Lord like this. His point is to focus in on exactly what part of the whole process has gone wrong with 
Israel. 
What is required for people to ‘call on the name of the Lord and be saved’ according to verses 14 
and 15? 
 
 
In verses 16 and 17, Paul points out that tragically not all Israel has called on the name of the Lord in 
this way. In verses 18-20, Paul then asks (using rhetorical questions) whether perhaps the reason 
they haven’t believed and called out for salvation is that Israel didn’t hear the message or understand 
it. 
What’s Paul’s own answer to these questions? 
 
So what conclusion does Paul land with in the end (v21) – what’s really the problem? 
 
** Someone asks you the question: “If Christianity is the truth, why aren’t more people Christian?” 
How does this passage help you answer? (consider what is and what is not the reason) 
 


