
Romans 11 
The Gospel and future of Israel 
 
Context 
In Chapters 9-11 Paul is tackling the tricky issue of why so many Jews seem to have rejected the 
gospel of Jesus, and so failed to receive God’s promised salvation. First Paul pointed out that the 
problem is not with God - his word hasn’t failed and he hasn’t been unjust. Not all physical Israelites 
are God’s chosen people - only those whom God has personally called from both Jews and Gentiles. 
These people have been saved just as God promised. (Chapter 9:1-29) 
Secondly, Paul explained the problem is with the Israelites themselves. They have been determined 
to establish their own righteousness through the law, and so have failed to humbly submit to God’s 
gift of righteousness, which is given through faith alone in Christ. There is no excuse for them, their 
failure to be saved boils down to stubborn refusal to repent and believe. (Chapter 9:30-10:21) 
Now in Chapter 11, Paul anticipates that some of us (esp. amongst the Gentiles!) might draw the 
wrong conclusion and think that God has rejected the Jews or that there is now no hope for them… 
 

Read 11:1-6 
How does Paul answer the question ‘Did God reject his people?’ 
 
Consider how he points to… 
- his own ethnic identity 
- the concept of a remnant, revealed in the Scriptures 
 
 
What point does Paul make about grace in verses 5-6? 
Consider how this helps further explain and reinforce his initial answer back in 9:1-29… 
 
 

Read verses 7-10 
In these verses, Paul summarises much of what he has said so far in Chapters 9 and 10:  

Þ the Israelites have earnestly sought righteousness, but have failed to obtain it (because they 
sought it as if by works, and failed to accept Christ as the fulfilment of the law - Ch 10) 

Þ some did obtain it, namely the elect, those whom graciously God chose to show mercy to 
(9:6-16) 

Þ but the rest, who stubbornly refused to repent and believe, God has hardened in their rejection 
(9:17-23), just as the Scriptures anticipated (i.e. the prophet Isaiah and the Psalms of David). 

 
But remember, this hardening is not the fundamental cause of their failure to accept the gospel. It is 
rather a judgement on them for their failure to repent and believe, and something God is free to do for 
his own purposes. In fact, God can even use such hardening for their own good in the end, as Paul 
goes on to explain… 
 



Read verses 11-32 
What question is Paul addressing in this final section?  
 
The basic answer is simple: “Absolutely not!” (v11) 
But what’s Paul’s bigger point in verse 11? (see also v13-14, 23-26) 
 
Expand on your answer above, by fleshing out the logic together: 
Þ What good thing has the transgression and rejection of the Jews achieved? (v11-12, 15, 30-31) 
 
Þ What affect does God intend for this result to then have on the Jews? (v11, 13-14, 25-26, 31-32) 
 
Þ What is the final result of all this? (v12, 15, 25-26, 32) 
 
Who is the ‘all Israel’ of v26 and how are they saved? (consider: 9:6 and 24; 11:12-14, 23, 25) 
 
** How would you answer someone who argues from Rom 11 that, “Most people have to believe in 
Jesus to be saved, but one way or another God will save every single Jewish person.” 
 
 
All of this theology is not just for fun… What attitudes and beliefs does Paul challenge in his Gentile 
readers in verses 17-24? 
 

** How does the fact that our salvation is by ‘grace alone through faith alone’ serve as a warning 
against arrogance and complacency? 
How do you think such arrogance and complacency surfaces in your life? 

 

Read verses 33-36 
Why do you think Paul finishes with this hymn of praise, after what he’s just tried to explain? 
 

** How does it help us as we consider the issues raised by Romans 9-11? 
 

Reflection 
The immediate application of this passage is to challenge arrogance towards Jewish people and 
instead to encourage hopeful evangelism towards them. Whilst there are very important differences, 
in some ways our modern western world is in a similar situation to the Jews of Paul’s day: our ‘post-
Christian’ culture seems very hardened against Christianity and we can be tempted to give up hope 
of family, friends and neighbours ever repenting and trusting in Jesus. 
How has Romans 9-11 encouraged and challenged you to continue faithfully witnessing to and 
praying for others to find salvation in Christ? 


