Mark 14:53 - 15:15 — The Righteous One is Condemned

The wheels of Jesus’ suffering and crucifixion were set in motion in the last section of
Mark’s gospel, when Judas came to betray Jesus in the garden. Jesus had struggled
with what he knew was coming but resolved himself in prayer to trust and submit to his
Father’s will. In this section, we see Jesus put on trial before both the Jewish leaders
and the Roman authorities to secure his crucifixion. However, his trial is a mockery of
justice and in the end, it is everyone but Jesus that is really on trial...

Read Verses 53 - 65
What is the motivation for the ‘trial’ of Jesus by the religious leaders? (v55)

What does the trial actually establish about Jesus? (55-56, 59)

In the end, what is the reason they condemn him to death? (v61-64)

/
Who do you think is ultimately tried and condemned through this trial? Why?

What does this trial and condemnation of Jesus teach us about what it means to be a
Christian?

-

Read Verses 66-72

The story of Peter denying Jesus is disturbing and yet, for many Christians, strongly
comforting. How does this story of failure both challenge and encourage us as
followers of Jesus?



Read Chapter 15, verses 1-15

The Jewish leaders have decided long ago that they want to kill Jesus, and they have
convinced themselves they have good reasons. But they need to convince the Roman
authorities to actually do anything without getting into trouble themselves...

What conclusion does Pilate reach about Jesus’ guilt?

So why does he order his crucifixion?

How would you describe Pilate’s spiritual problem? How do you see the same
kind of thinking and behaviour today?

How could you explain the gospel to someone using the story of Jesus and Barabbas?

Reflection & Prayer
Alongside the innocence of Jesus, we are presented with a number of contrasting
characters:

= The Jewish Leaders, who are determined to reject Jesus to protect their own

interests

= Peter, who denies Jesus out of fear for what might happen to him

= Pilate, who condemns Jesus, knowing it is unjust, out of apathy and public
pressure

= Barabbas, who deserves the very condemnation Jesus receives, and yet is set
free

Who do you resonate most with from this story? Why?

What does this passage prompt you to a) give thanks to God for? b) pray about?




