3. Fruitful Lives
Titus 3

Introduction

Have you ever spent time doing something that you
thought was a complete waste of time?

None of us want to waste the time that we have been
given. Most of us would want to think that we live
productive and fruitful lives. Yet there is a real danger
that our lives won't be as productive as they ought to
be and we will have wasted the opportunity that the
Lord has given us. God wants us to live fruitful and
productive lives to his glory. The apostle Paul wrote to
Titus at the end of this letter that God's people must
learn to devote themselves to doing good in order
that they might provide for daily necessities and in
order to avoid living lives that are unproductive (3:14).
The Lord doesn’t want his people living unfruitful lives.
Sadly in Crete there were those who were denying
God by their actions and had made themselves unfit
for any good thing (1:16). In contrast to them Titus is to
teach the truth so that those who have trusted in God
might be devoted to doing what is good and leading
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lives that are profitable for everyone (3:8). In this letter
Paul has been teaching Titus what it means for
different people in the church to be conforming to the
sound teaching of the gospel and living a life that
bears such fruit. Please read chapter 3 to hear the
conclusion of his letter where the apostle has
reminded everyone of what is involved in doing what
is right and good in our world. Unlike the words in
chapter 2 which are directed towards different groups
within the church and how these groups are to relate
to one another these words are directed to all God's
people and how they are to conduct themselves within
this world in which we live.

Encouraging fruitful lives

Please read verse 1to 8 what believers are to do in
order to do continue to do what is right and proper in
our world. He stresses these things so that believers
might be careful to devote themselves to doing what is
good.

1. How are believers to relate to those in authority in
this world?



2. How are we to relate to the people who we live
among in this world?

Think about it

Doing good is not just limited to the family or church
setting but also applies to the way that we live in this
world and how we relate to others. What is involved if
we are to live fruitful and productive lives in this world?

What limitations are placed on believer's obedience to
authority?

Please read again verse 3 to 10 in which the apostle
explains why the believer is to behave this way.

3. Why are believers to behave humbly (with all
gentleness and meekness) towards all people?




4. How did God save us?

5. Why does being reminded of the gospel encourage
believers to devote themselves to doing what is good
(3:8; compare 2:11-15)7

Think about it

Why are we to be careful to devote ourselves to doing
what is good?

How do we encourage one another to live such lives
(c.f. Titus 2:15-3:1)?

Unprofitable and useless things

The apostle Paul said that these things were excellent
and profitable but there are some things that are not
excellent and profitable. Please read verses 9 to 11 to
discover what the people of God ought to be
avoiding.




6. What are we to avoid if we are to remain profitable
and useful why we wait for the coming of the Lord (c.f.
1Tim 1:3-7)?

7. What are we to do with those who are not teaching
those things that conform to the sound teaching of the
gospel and why?

Think about it

Why are God's people to take those who teach things
that are contrary to the sound teaching of the gospel
so seriously (c.f. 1:1; 1:11)?

Devote yourselves

Having outlined what is involved in living productive
lives Paul finishes with some final instructions to do
with logistics and again explains to Titus that people
must learn to be devoted to doing what is good.
Please read verses 12 to 15.




8. How was Titus and the believers in Crete to help
Zenas and Apollos and why?

9. Why are people to be devoted to doing good?

Think about it

How important is it for believers to live good lives (c.f.
1:8; 1:16; 2:3; 2:7; 2:14; 3:1; 3:8) and why s this the case
(c.f. Ephesians 2:10)?

People devote themselves to lots of things in this
world. What are the people around us devoted to?

How are we to be different to them?

What are you devoted to in life?




