
Jesus Rescues the Wilful 
The Parable of the Lost Son 
Aim: The children will recognise that God is a welcoming Father who gladly 
accepts into his family those who repent and trust Jesus.

Activity: Musical Hugs
Try playing Musical Hugs to introduce the idea of a warm welcome.  Play some music, then stop it and when the music 
stops they have to find someone to hug! 

Story: based on Luke 15:11-32.
Read the Parable of the Lost Son out of a children’s bible (the Beginners Bible is a good one)
or you could watch a short video like this one: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJgROx4wFKM

Jesus told this story to show us how God forgives us.
God is like that father. He loves us very much. Sometimes we don’t want him to be boss, like the son who went far away.
When we say ‘sorry’ to God, he welcomes us and forgives us straight away. Like the father in the story, he is very happy 
when we turn back to him and trust him. He knows what is best for us. We need to trust him.

Prayer: 
Dear God
Thank you for caring about us.
Thank you for sending your Son Jesus to die for us.
Thank you for forgiving us when we say ‘Sorry’. Thank you for welcoming us into your family.
Amen.

Craft:  Moving Son
You will need:
� A craft stick/paddle pop stick
� Scissors
� Coloured pens and pencils
� Glue or sticky tape
Cut out the son and arms from the next page. Cut a slit along the road on page 3 as well as two either side of the father 
in order to slip the arms through. Let the children colour in the scene, the son and father’s arms. The parent should help 
the children attach a craft stick to the son and put the father’s arms through the slit. Fold the arms in.
Move the son along the road towards the father. The father’s arms are opened as the son approaches. 
Retell the story with the children’s help as you complete the activity.
Encourage them to tell you the story on their own using their craft.






