
For kids and families year 4 + 
Week 8 :Jesus moves towards the cross  

Isaiah 53, Luke 9:22-27, 43-45; 
18:31-34; 22:7-23 

 
 
Aim: 
 
To help the children to understand that Jesus knew He would die on the cross in our place. And 
that He is fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies. 
 
Activity  
 
Purpose: to show that we do not know what the future holds 
A sheet of paper and pencils for everyone.  
Every one writes/ draws what they think they will be doing; 

1.  in 10 minutes after the activity 
2. Tomorrow  
3. In a weeks time  
4. In 6 months time  

 
Think and talk about where they think they be in five years time considering;  

- How old they will be 
- What year in school they will be 
- What do they think they will be doing in five years' time? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Story  
 
During this term we have been looking at Luke and the old testament prophets, investigating 
that Jesus was the promised Messiah.  
Read through the passage and talk about the story together.  
I have given you some questions to consider, and have included some answer guidelines in 
green, in case you get stuck. 
 
 
Last lesson we heard a parable that Jesus told, it involved a vineyard owner, his son, 
his servants and the people who rented the vineyard. But the story had a deeper 
meaning.  
What can you remember about it? Who did each character in the story represent? 
 

It was God’s plan to save his people and their response to him. Review God= the 
vineyard owner, the prophets= the servants, and the Israelites = the people who rented 
the vineyard.   

 
Is this story still relevant to people today? why/ why not? 

People still need to make a choice as to how they will respond to Jesus. 
 

Read the bible passages together to discuss: (I have included them for you but you could 
look them up together if you wish) 
 
Psalm 118:22 (CEV) 

22 The stone that the builders tossed aside has now become the most important 

stone. 

The “stone” that is thrown away is someone who becomes important.  

Who do you think this stone is? What is this verse trying to tell us?  

This verse tells us that people chose to ‘toss aside’ or reject Jesus. Yet Jesus is the most 

important part of God’s rescue plan. The Bible tells us that no one can live as God’s friends 

unless they trust Jesus. Let's remember that Jesus called people to follow him. 

 



There was a time when God’s people the Israelites, turned away from him and 

worshipped and served false Gods. As a result, God allowed them to be taken into 

captivity. They spent around 70 years in exile. The sin of the people kept them from 

living in the land that God had given to them.  

However the writings of Isaiah, which were inspired by God, gave the people hope. 

Isaiah talked about a servant of God who  would make it possible for their sin to be 

forgiven so that they can return to their land.  

Isaiah 53:10  

The Lord decided his servant would suffer as a sacrifice to take away the sin and guilt 

of others.  Now the servant will live to see his own descendants.[c] He did everything 

the Lord had planned 

However even after God let the people return to the land, sin was still keeping them 

from living as God's friends. God’s promise of a saviour was not only for the people 

who had been sent into exile.  

Who else was this promise for? For people throughout the ages, for everyone! 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Isaiah+53%2C+Luke+9%3A22-27%2C+43-45%3B+18%3A31-34%3B+22%3A7-23&version=CEV#fen-CEV-16901c


At the time Jesus was born, the Israelites were governed by Rome. They were not 

free to live as God’s people under God's rule. They longed to be freed from the rule of 

the Romans.  

The Israelites people knew that God had promised a Saviour.  

What sort of a saviour do you think they were expecting? They were expecting 

someone who would defeat the Romans.  

What would you expect the Saviour, who was going to win a great military 

victory over the might of the Roman army, would look like?  

 

  
 
 



Isaiah gave a description of the Saviour that God was going to send  
 
Isaiah 53:2,3 

Like a young plant or a root 
    that sprouts in dry ground, 

the servant grew up 
    obeying the Lord. 

He wasn’t some handsome king. 
Nothing about the way he looked 

    made him attractive to us. 
3  

He was hated and rejected; 
his life was filled with sorrow 

    and terrible suffering. 
No one wanted to look at him. 

We despised him and said, 
    “He is a nobody!” 

 
What difficulty do you think the people may have faced in recognising God’s 
Messiah?  
  
They were looking for the wrong type of saviour. God’s saviour was going to save them 
spiritually, not physically.  
 
We have heard that Jesus claimed to be the Messiah. We have also investigated 
evidence that showed he fulfilled the role of the Messiah in healing people and setting 
them free.  
 
What would Jesus have to do now to show he truly was the Messiah? Fulfill the 
description given in Isaiah 53 
 
List some of the hard things Isaiah 53 says about what would happen to the 
Messiah.  
He would suffer great pain, he would be sentenced to death without a fair trial, he would 
take our punishment and he would suffer as a sacrifice for our sin.  
 
 
 



Isaiah 53:11 
By suffering, the servant 

will learn the true meaning 
    of obeying the Lord. 

Although he is innocent, 
he will take the punishment 

    for the sins of others, 
so that many of them 

    will no longer be guilty. 
 
 
 
 
 
What does this verse tell us about the Messiah? He was obedient and would take 
the punishment for the sins of others. 
 
If Jesus was the Messiah then he would do the will of his father  
 
What was God's will? That the Messiah would die to pay for our sins. 
  
To find out if Jesus would carry out the will of God let’s look at the writings of Luke. 
listen to what Jesus told his disciples. 
 

Luke 9:22-27 Contemporary English Version (CEV) 

22 Jesus told his disciples, “The nation’s leaders, the chief priests, and the teachers of 

the Law of Moses will make the Son of Man suffer terribly. They will reject him and kill 

him, but three days later he will rise to life.” 

23 Then Jesus said to all the people: 

If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take 

up your cross each day and follow me. 24 If you want to save your life,[a] you will 

destroy it. But if you give up your life for me, you will save it. 25 What will you gain, if 

you own the whole world but destroy yourself or waste your life? 26 If you are 

ashamed of me and my message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of you when he 

comes in his glory and in the glory of his Father and the holy angels. 27 You can be 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A22-27%2C+43-45%3B+18%3A31-34%3B+22%3A7-23&version=CEV#fen-CEV-23280a


sure that some of the people standing here will not die before they see God’s 

kingdom. 

What do these words that Jesus spoke to his close followers tell us? That Jesus 

knew what was going to happen to him  

Imagine knowing what lay ahead. In the first activity you wrote down what you may be 

doing in the future. Can you be sure that those things will happen? Why or why not? 

Unlike us, Jesus knew what was going to happen and knew it was not going to be 

pleasant.  

What could Jesus do in this situation?  

He could have gone into hiding stocking up on essentials ie. toilet paper and 

canned food… , he could stop preaching about God’s Kingdom, or he could 

continue on and obey the will of God.  

Later Jesus spoke to the disciples again. 

Luke 18:31-34 Contemporary English Version (CEV) 

31 Jesus took the twelve apostles aside and said: 

We are now on our way to Jerusalem. Everything that the prophets wrote about the 

Son of Man will happen there. 32 He will be handed over to foreigners,[a] who will 

make fun of him, mistreat him, and spit on him. 33 They will beat him and kill him, but 

three days later he will rise to life. 

34 The apostles did not understand what Jesus was talking about. They could not 

understand, because the meaning of what he said was hidden from them. 

What extra information does this verse give us? 

Jesus was going to continue onto Jerusalem where he would die on the cross to 

pay for our sin 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A22-27%2C+43-45%3B+18%3A31-34%3B+22%3A7-23&version=CEV#fen-CEV-23674a


At Jerusalem, Jesus celebrated the Passover with his disciples. This would be the last 

meal he would have with his disciples before he went to his death.  

Why do you think God had his prophet, Isaiah, write about what would happen to 

the Messiah some 700 years in the future?  

So they would know who He said He was! And that He would do what He said He would 

do - ie His death would mean forgiveness for all who believe. 

Jesus foretold his own death. In what ways did this help his disciples?  

It is possible that it strengthened their faith when they saw all the things happen 

the way that Jesus foretold.  

Why do you think Jesus was so determined to head to Jerusalem where he would 

die such a horrible death?  

Because this was the way in which the penalty for sin could be paid.  

It was God’s plan! 

 

Prayer 

Dear God  

Thank You that you sent Jesus to die so that we can have eternal life. Help us to 

remember Jesus’ sacrifice and to live our lives in a way that honours him and brings you 

glory.  

Amen.  

 

 
 
 
 



Craft: 

 
 
 
Why not make some salt dough, and make it into a cross and decorate with any beads or sequins 
you might have around home… then let it dry for a couple of days, or you can slow bake in the 
oven.. Keep it really low temp! 
 
http://www.thatartistwoman.org/2010/03/bead-and-clay-crosses.html 
 

Maybe you can send me a photo of your pictures or your crosses?  
(To share and encourage one another on the church website during these times.) 

http://www.thatartistwoman.org/2010/03/bead-and-clay-crosses.html

