8.Two significant men
Romans 5:12-21

Introduction

Who would you say have been some of the most influential
people of the last century? Who were the people who had a
profound affect on the course of history? What names might
you suggest?

In the reading today the apostle Paul has supplied us with the
name of two men. These are two men who have had the
greatest impact on our world and who have radically changed
the course of history. These men are giants for there are no
others like them who have shaped the destiny of so many
others in such a profound way. In the second half of chapter 5
Adam and Jesus are compared with one another to show how
the influence the tremendous influence they have had on the
people of this world. What has resulted from the action of each
man has been very different. In the case of Adam, his influence
has been negative while that of Christ has been positive. Please
read 5:12-21 to see just how different their influence has been.



Adam and his influence

At the heart of these verses is a comparison between Adam
and the Lord Jesus [notice the words “just as” and “so also” in
verses inverses 12, 18 and 19]. Paul begins to describe the
way that these two are alike in verse 12 by first describing the
profound influence that Adam has had on the world. Please
read again Paul’s description of Adam and the influence that he
has had (5:12-14).

1. What affect did the transgression of Adam have on our
world?

2. Why do all men die if it was Adam who sinned in the
beginning?

3. Paul explains that not having the law does not mean that
people are not in trouble. What reason does the apostle give
for thinking that there is still a problem (see also Romans
6:23)?



Think about it

In what way do we see Adam'’s legacy in our world and our lives
today?

How ought this view of the human condition affect our view of
government, work, relationships?

What do these verses suggest about the function of the law?

Christ and his gift

Adam’s legacy has not been positive. We have inherited sin and
death as part of our world. But the gift that Christ gives to many
is not like the trespass and what resulted from it. Please read
15 to 18 to understand how different the gift is.

4. The trespass of the one man brought condemnation for all
people. What does the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ mean
for people?




5. What is the gift that comes through the grace of the one
man?

Think about it

Who are the many who enjoy this gift (see Romans 3:21-22,
Romans 4)? Why does Paul call this a gift?

How do these verses reassure those of us who are sometimes
worried by thought that we aren’t good enough?

The gift of Christ is significantly different to what resulted from
the trespass of Adam. But there is one similarity between the
two men. Please read verses 18 to 21 to see the way in which
Christ and Adam are finally compared by the apostle.

6. In what way is Jesus like Adam?




7.In what way did sin increase when the law was given?

8. Why did grace abound all the more?

Think about it

Both Adam and Jesus have had a profound affect on our world.
Their actions have changed the course of history. Through one
act of trespass sin and death was introduced into our world by
Adam. However, through one act of righteousness has come
grace, justification and life.

What is the one act of righteousness (the obedience of the one
man) that leads to justification and life?

In verse 18 Paul wrote that the one act of righteousness came
justification that brings life for all men. Does the gift get as
widely applied as the trespass (see v17)? What would you say
to those who might claim a universality of salvation (ie all are
saved)?




Conclusion

The apostle has presented two men who have had a profound
influence on many people. Our destiny will be shaped
depending on who it is that we belong to — Adam or Christ.

Think about it

We will either belong to Adam or belong to Christ. What do you
do to belong to Adam and what do you have to do to belong to
Christ?

How do you think belonging Christ and receiving the gift of
grace should shape the way you live now in this world?




Going Further

1. How we, who belong to Christ, who have received this gift of
justification and life are to live will be taken up in the next
chapter of Romans which we will look at next week. Please
read Romans 6 several times and reflect on the following
guestions in study 8 to prepare for the next meeting.

2. Please continue to learn Romans 5:8.



